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DIRECTOR'S NOTE 

I ’m thr i l led to be direct ing Sam Shepard’s  Fool  for  Love  here at
Nova Nightsky.  This  i s  their  f i rst  show in  a  new space,  a  new
chapter  of  their  story.  And the idea of  “story”  i s  at  the heart  of
th is  p lay.

The Old Man says  the fo l lowing to Eddie:  “ I  thought you were
supposed to be a  fantas ist .  I sn ' t  that  bas ica l ly  the deal  with
you? You dream things up.  Isn ' t  that  true?”  He might  as  wel l
have been ta lk ing stra ight  to the playwright.

Sam Shepard’s  p lays  often l ive  on the front iers ,  both the
phys ica l  border  between c iv i l i zat ion and the wi ld  and the mental
border  between real i ty  and fantasy.  Things in  h is  p lays  may not
be l i tera l ly  happening,  but  st i l l  could fundamental ly  be the
truth.  Fool  for  Love centers  on two of  those non-l i tera l ,
fundamental  truths:  true love and the mythos of  the cowboy as
the epitome of  rugged American mascul in ity .  Both of  those
things actual ly  ex ist ,  but  both of  those th ings are a lso shrouded
in stor ies ,  in  dreams,  in  fantasy.

 
EDDIE.  Wel l ,  you could uh-tel l  each other  stor ies .  

 MARTIN.  I  don't  know any stor ies .  
 EDDIE.  Make 'em up.

 MARTIN.  That 'd  be ly ing wouldn't  i t?



DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Eddie ’s  response intr igues me:  “Ly ing's  when you bel ieve i t ' s
true.  I f  you a lready know it ' s  a  l ie  then i t ' s  not  ly ing.”  For  Eddie,
i t  seems l ike  the only  l ies  are  the ones you te l l  yoursel f .  The rest
are just  stor ies .The dif f icu lt  part  seems to be knowing the
difference.

Eddie is  l i tera l ly  a  cowboy,  a  rodeo performer and seemingly  a
good one.  He f i ts  a l l  of  the hal lmarks  of  that  cowboy myth -
handsome,  charming,  phys ica l .  He bel ieves  that  as  a  man,  he has
a responsibi l i ty  to protect  h is  woman.  But  he a lso feels  that ,  as  a
man,  he has  a  r ight  to have her ,  on h is  terms and not  hers .  Eddie
paints  them as  soul  mates,  dest ined for  each other.  Is  th is  a
story? Or is  i t  a  l ie?

Eddie and May love each other.  They feel  drawn together  by
need.  That ’s  true.  They ’re  fundamental ly  bad for  each other.
That ’s  true,  too.  The yearning for  love,  for  connect ion,  for
fami ly ,  br ings them together  and apart  over  and over  again,
trapping them in  a  story  they keep re l iv ing and rewrit ing.  But  is
i t  a  story? Or is  i t  a  l ie?

-CHRIS D’ANGELO
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FEATURING

SETTING
TIME:  PRESENT DAY

PLACE:  A MOTEL ROOM ON THE EDGE OF THE MOJAVE DESERT

“Everybody sings the blues sometime.
And everybody knows the tune.”

-Merle Haggard

Performed with permission from Dramatists Play Service Inc.
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NOVA NIGHTSKY LEADERSHIP
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THE BRITISH PLAYERS
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COREY ESTOLL

OUR FRIENDS,  FAMILIES,  AND PETS FOR ALLOWING US
TO BE A LITTLE FOOLISH AND HAVE SOME FUN
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